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MAIN POINTS & CHRONOLOGY OF
CHAMPLAIN IN THE CARIBBEAN
1598 – 1601


MAIN POINTS

During this trip, Champlain acts a bit like a spy noting the strength of the Spaniards in their New World colonies and the resources they are exploiting there, with the aim of sharing this information with the French king Henry IV. 
Champlain observes and admires the seamanship of the Spanish mariners and becomes familiar with transatlantic navigation.
He makes many observations about the plants and animals he sees.  
In 1599, Champlain attempts to meet Aboriginal people for the first time. He shows his interest in getting to know them.
Champlain observes and condemns the way the Spaniards treat the Aboriginals. He sees how the Natives are forced to work as pearl divers and as miners. He notes that the Spanish act like religious tyrants: the Catholic priests beat the Natives who don’t attend mass.  
Champlain starts to develop his more humane vision of Aboriginals in the Americas.
Following this voyage, Champlain obtains the favour of king Henry IV who rewards him with a pension.


This chronology uses information and text found on pages 364 to 371 of the book, Champlain: The Birth of French America.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Edited by Raymonde L’Italien and Denis Vaugeois, translated by Käthe Roth, 2004, Montréal: McGill-Queen’s University Press, Co-published by Septentrion, 2004, 397 pages.
CHRONOLOGY

JULY 14, 1598

Troops stationed in Brittany (in Blavet, today Port-Louis in Morbihan) are transported to Spain by the captain Guillaume Allène, Champlain’s uncle. Champlain arrives in Cadix, on the southwest coast of Spain on the Saint-Julien.

FEBRUARY 3, 1599 

The Saint-Julien sails from Sanlucar de Barrameda to the West Indies on the order of the king of Spain, Philip II. Champlain embarks without his uncle and, for two and a half years, travels around the Caribbean Sea and the Gulf of Mexico.

March 1599

After a voyage of 6 weeks, the ship arrives at La Désirade an island 8 km from Guadeloupe.

APRIL 1599 TO AUGUST 1600

A number of trips with stays at various ports including Porto Rico, Haïti, Havana (Cuba) and Vera Cruz (east coast of Mexico).

AUGUST 11, 1600

Champlain is back in Cadix in Spain

1601

Champlain returns to France.  His observations, in the form of a manuscript accompanied by drawings, are contained in the Brief Discours, which is presented to the members of the Court.
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